
  
Rotary Frenchman’s Bay West Park Master Plan 

 

The following table has been prepared to address the comments received from the residents of Pickering, during and after the 

November 9, 2016 Public Open House held for Rotary Frenchman’s Bay West Park Master Plan. 

General Topic of discussion and 
summary of comments received 

Response to comments and/or how the design addresses the comments  

Boat Launch area: 

Comments received ranged from being 
supportive of the proposed launch, 
providing a launch for everyone, 
restricting access to all but Pickering 
residents or permit holders, no motorized 
boat launching, separate launching of 
motorized and non-motorized craft, no 
launching of larger boats, to no boat 
launch at all. 

There were concerns regarding its 
proximity to the wetlands and suggestion 
to move it further east down the spit. 

 

The proposed boat launch will remain where it currently exists. Moving it further east will 
increase the area required for public vehicular access rather than reducing it.  

The launch will be designed in such a manner as to restrict large watercraft from being 
launched and signage will be posted outlining these restrictions (length and/or engine 
horsepower).  

Mats may be placed on the “beach” on the wetlands side of the boat launch for drop-
off/temporary storage and launching of canoes/kayaks to minimize conflict between craft 
types. 

A user fee/permit system or controlled hours of operation for the launch could be 
considered as well as enforcement for boat launching restrictions.  These however are 
operational and not design related. 
 

Parking: 

Comments ranged from the need for 
more parking, too much parking, remove 
vehicles completely from the park and 
provide a parking lot at West Shore, to 
concerns that limited access and parking 
would negatively affect seniors.  

Safety concerns for proposed lay-by 
parking. 

 

 

The City and Toronto & Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) feel that the configuration 
and quantity of parking spaces proposed are in balance with the carrying capacity of the 
park.  During peak times/weekends, it is recognized that there may be a shortage of on-
site parking spaces and park users may be required to park on-street or arrive by alternate 
means.  During the balance of the year, there will be more than adequate on-site parking. 
Barrier free parking will be provided around the site. 

TRCA has successfully incorporated lay-by parking in a number of their other parks 
without any safety issues.  The proposed lay-by parking will be broken up with a series of 
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General Topic of discussion and 
summary of comments received 

Response to comments and/or how the design addresses the comments  

Parking (continued): 

The suggestion of gated access 
(seasonal or after hours) to the parking at 
the boat launch area was supported by 
some and opposed by others. 

Car-trailer parking was supported by 
some and opposed by others.  

The need for the proposed “traffic circle” 
was questioned. 

Pay for parking. 

raised pedestrian crossings that will clearly delineate crossing locations and will naturally 
act as a traffic calming measure.  

The location of the proposed parking takes advantage of the already established 
roadways and infrastructure.  The expansion to provide lay-by parking along Beachpoint 
Promenade has minimal impact on the existing natural environment and the trees that 
require removal are in declining health.   

The majority of the proposed parking is located closer to West Shore Boulevard, reducing 
the length of roadway and amount of vehicular traffic through the park.  A two lane paved 
road will be provided only to the turn-around area. Beyond the turn-around, the road will 
be a single lane with periodic lay-bys to permit vehicles to pass in the opposite direction.  
The surface of this road will be gravel. 

The time of day and/or months of the year that the roadway to the boat launch area may 
be gated will require further discussions, however, this is an operational not a design 
decision. 

Several car-trailer parking spaces will be provided near the launch (on a first come, first 
serve basis) as well as single vehicle and accessible parking spaces. 

The proposed “traffic circle” is needed in order to effectively and safely turn around 
vehicular traffic, including larger maintenance and emergency vehicles and cars towing 
trailers. It also provides a terminus for the main paved portion of road, encouraging drivers 
to head back west rather than continuing down the gravel road to the boat launch area. 

Pickering does not currently charge for parking at any of their facilities and parks.  Paid 
parking is something that could be considered in the future but is not an immediate design 
consideration, and this would require some level of enforcement as well. 
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General Topic of discussion and 
summary of comments received 

Response to comments and/or how the design addresses the comments  

Restoration/Environment: 

Preserve/protect the existing natural 
environment of the park. 

Supportive of the fish habitat creation. 

Proposed construction is counter- 
productive for environmental protection. 

Concerns with existing garbage will 
increase with increased park usage.  

 

Construction techniques to avoid or mitigate impact to the environment will be used, 
including siltation control, tree protection fencing etc.  The design will consider the 
protection of existing trees of value and additional tree planting will be incorporated into 
the design to replace those lost.  There are a number of trees on-site that are in decline 
and are becoming hazardous.  These will be removed as part of the construction, or prior 
to construction if they become a safety issue. 

The design includes fish habitat restoration along the Frenchman’s Bay shoreline and 
dune restoration in areas along the beach.  Re-naturalization will also take place in areas 
where the existing parking and roads will be decommissioned. 

During the detailed design stage, the location and type of trash receptacles will be 
determined to control on-site litter. In-ground and lidded units are most desirable to retain 
trash on a windy day and to keep out the wildlife. 
 

Safety: 

Comments regarding the concerns for 
public and site safety such as on-site 
vandalism, increased traffic/speeding, 
conflict between pedestrian and 
vehicles/boats, need for adequate 
surveillance lighting, beach fires at night 
and beach cleaning (glass in sand) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff and the Consulting Team have met with the Pickering Fire Department and the 
Durham Regional Police to review the existing site conditions and proposed site 
alterations. The proposed site design will reduce the area that vehicles can access, 
improve site visibility (less secluded spaces), and improve site lighting, all of which aim to 
reduce the amount of unwanted activities on-site. 

Police have advised that they have monitored traffic speeds in the area and have not 
found there to be an issue with speeding.  They will continue to monitor traffic as the park 
improvements are made.  Parking issues will be enforced by the City of Pickering By-law 
officers. 

Currently pedestrians and cyclists are required to travel along Beachpoint Promenade 
along with vehicles.  An off-road trail/walkway will be provided along the entire length of 
the park, from West Shore Boulevard to the harbour entrance.  Pedestrian paths that 
cross Beachpoint Promenade will be clearly marked and/or elevated, acting as a traffic 
calming measure for vehicles.  
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General Topic of discussion and 
summary of comments received 

Response to comments and/or how the design addresses the comments  

Safety (continued): 

 

Once the park improvements are in place, there will an increased on-site presence of City 
Operations staff, providing frequent or daily park maintenance including beach clean-up. 
 

Facilities: 

Requests were made for the inclusion of 
facilities such as a public washroom near 
the beach, an accessible fishing dock and 
viewing area to the marshlands. 

Comments were made regarding the 
need of a children’s play area as well as 
its safety (fires). 

 

 

A seasonal public washroom/change room is proposed as one of the site improvements.  
An accessible fishing and viewing area will be provided along the shore of Frenchman’s 
Bay. 

The design of the proposed children’s nature play area associated with the “picnic” area 
will be reviewed to ensure that it complements the surrounding natural setting.  Sightline 
into this area from Beachpoint Promenade will be improved to provide natural 
surveillance.  The design and selection of products used for the nature play area will be 
looked at closely to minimize the risk of setting fire to the components.  Unfortunately, the 
City has experienced arson on even steel and plastic play structures so nothing is 
completely fire or vandal proof. 

Other/Miscellaneous: 

Inclusion of First Nations History 
interpretive signage. 

Need to meet “Blue Flag” certification. 

 

 

Interpretive signage will be an important component of the park plan, connected to a 
proposed “outdoor classroom” area.  Signage could include information about the various 
ecosystems found within the park and could also include information about the First 
Nations applicable to this area.  

Staff have reviewed the criteria for Blue Flag Certification.  Many of the proposed 
improvements and features of the park lend well to this certification and there is a 
possibility that this could be achieved over time. 
 

 


